TIPS ON READING THE BIBLE!

1. Let Scripture explain Scripture.  Meaning you will be able to find it again in another Book or passage of the Bible. Whatever you’re looking for-find it within the Word, “do not add or take away”. 
2. Numbers are important! (You will begin to see this in your own life as well- not just in the Bible).
a. 40 means preparation: Examples: Jesus in the wilderness, the Israelites 40 years in the wilderness, Moses on Mt. Sinai for 40 days, etc. 
b. 12 means power and authority: 12 tribes of Israel, 12 disciples, 12 months (time)
c. 10 means near to perfection: plagues, the maidservants with or without oil, etc.
d. 3 means a divinely powered appointment (Jesus in the grave, Jonah in the whale, etc). You will see “on the third day” a lot now that it is pointed out: When Abraham took Isaac to sacrifice him, God spoke to him, “…and came to the place of which God spoke to him on the third day; ….”
e. 7 means complete: the week, the earthly time clock, creation (600 times in Bible)
f. 8 represents new beginnings, a new order or creation, a new life or resurrection. How many covenants are in the Bible? Who is the 8th? 

3. Adultery: A nation or person that was “married” or belongs to God and plays the harlot with the world (meaning: following the world’s ways instead of God’s).
4. Church or Ecclesiastes simply means gathering
5. When you read the Letters/Epistles to the churches- read them as a whole letter!!!! People misconstrue the meaning of the letters by taking one sentence.  Also, consider whether the letter is written to gentiles or Jews and what part of the world and what their customs were. 
6. When studying Jesus, consider who He is talking to in order to extract the message: Sadducees/teachers, Jews, Samaritans, etc.
7. Analogies/Metaphors:
a. Root: Jesus and we are the vine
b. Promise Land: Heaven/New Jerusalem
c. Tree: Nation or person - Angel
d. Sea: Hades
e. Woman: Church (His people) – NOT a building!
f. Bride Groom: Jesus
8. There is a difference between the law and a covenant!
9. Most importantly – there are MANY “dress rehearsals” in the Old Testament pertaining to the last days and MANY “types” of Messiahs to give us clues on the true last days and the true character of the Messiah when he hits the scene! It is miraculous and further proves (outside of prophesy), that the Word of God is the Truth. The truly miraculous design? God shows us what the spiritual things will look like before they happen – in the physical realm! 
For example: 
a. In the Old Covenant, God speaks through his prophets or DIRECTLY to his servants. In the New Covenant (after the resurrection), God speaks through the Holy Spirit and His Word. 
b. The Old Testament God writes the Law on physical tablets, in the New Testament, (Covenant), He writes it on our hearts (inside the temple).
c. OT: The Temple is a building, NT: Temple=our bodies
d. OT: Physical Circumcision, NT: Circumcision of the heart
All of these “dress rehearsals” in the physical realm teach us how to understand them when they transition to the spiritual realm! The Messiah rehearsals are the same:
a. Moses: He is the intercessor on earth and Jesus becomes ours in heaven
b. The Levites are the physical priesthood, Jesus is our High Priest in heaven
c. Joseph is betrayed by his brothers and forgives them and shows mercy, Jesus is betrayed by his disciples (they all scatter) and he shows mercy
d. Joshua goes before the Israelites into the Promised Land, Jesus goes to heaven and prepares a place for us in the “Promised Land”. 
There are soooo many! While you read the scriptures, look for the clues that Yahweh has given us in the Old Covenant to understand the New!

Take a deep breath, if you’re new to the Bible, this can seem overwhelming. However, you’re going to see that we will break everything down that I touch on in this introduction. You are going to gain a great foundational understanding of the Bible and that is exciting!

 
